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the tongite of these people. I had, it Is true, learned sufficient
to give a few orders, but when it came to a real palaver I had
to trust to an interpreter; and this was very galling to me.
It was detestable and unendurable to be, as it were, minus ears
and tongue, and I determined to mend the situation as quickly
as was humanly possible.

Before starting up the Ramakri Khyoung I decided to send
back my escort of Bengali constables, who, I found, were
quite useless for hill-travelling; they grumbled at carrying
even the smallest portion ol their own baggage; they were
acquainted neither with the people nor the language; and
they had no powers of endurance. I found them prostrated
by a slight attack of fever, or by any of the pains and aches
incidental on real hard work, and, moreover, in case of actual
danger, I firmly believed they would run away. So I resolved
to dispense with their further attendance, and at the same
time I took advantage of their departure to communicate with
the Commissioner of Chittagong. I sent them back by boat,
entrusting to them a full report of all that I had done and what
I intended to do, as far as my intentions could be formulated,
or as far as I thought expedient. 1 had left with me Sergeant
Fmzlah, true as steal, and the faithful Toby, who clave unto
me, although I offered him a passage back with the escort,
I also retained two Hugh interpreters from Cox's Bazaar, whom
I had hired for the journey.

We suffered many things on our march across the hills from
the Sungu to the Pee Khyoung, an affluent of the Koladan
River; sometimes we waded knee-deep in water, sometimes
myriads of leeches feasted on our blood, making their way to
the flesh through the thickest and closest coverings; or*we
pushed our way painfully through thickets of enormous sting-,
[Bg-nettles, whose sting was proportionate to their size; but
?til ever onwards, until we reached a village on the other side
4 the water-parting, and I drank at last of the water of another

,1 lialted here only for one night, as the inhabitants were very
and the place so poor as with difficulty to provide food
The villagers seemed weighed d<

of their Mad;  they lived in

